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UNIVERSITY-CIVIC AMPHITHI 


Indiana State University, the ISU Foundation, and 
the people of the Wabash Valley are combining 
resources, talents, effort, and substance to provide 
for the community and the University a major asset 
to the educational, cultural, recreational, and econo- 
mic environment: the University-Civic Amphitheater. 


Fund support is sought in the Wabash Valley area 
which can be expected to share with the University 
the greatest gain from having this facility located 
in the area. 


THE NEED 


At the present time, the people of Terre Haute and 
the surrounding Wabash Valley area have no major 
facility that can accommodate the growing need for 
a cultural, social, political, sports, and recreational 
center - flexible enough to double as a convention 
center - large enough to accommodate statewide 
or regional conferences. 


And - Indiana State University needs, more each 
teaching day, a center with sufficient seating capa- 
city to accommodate its growing student body for 
convocations - commodious enough for a graduating 
class with guests - large enough for a champion- 
ship basketball game - and versatile enough to 
serve the specialized teaching situations involving 
large groups or massive space. 


THE SOLUTION: 
THE UNIVERSITY-CIVIC AMPHITHEATER 
WHERE THE MONEY IS COMING FROM 


Estimated Cost: m.c. na Mea e neem $8,000,000 
ISU Bonding Authority for Project....... $4,000,000 


Funds to Come from Private Sector..... $4,000,000 


The Hulman Challenge Gift................. $2,500,000 


ISU-WABASH VALLEY FUND GOAL..... $1,500,000 
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University-Civic Amphitheater 


A joint project of Indiana State University 
and the Citizens of the Wabash Valley 


Conception, Design, and Engineering for the 
University-Civic Amphitheater are by Sverdrup 
& Parcel and Associates, Inc., Engineers-Archi- 
tects, St. Louis, Missouri. 


The Consulting Engineer is Ewing Miller Associ- 
ates, Inc., Terre Haute, Indiana. 


THE SITE 


CHERRY ST. 
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The University-Civic Amphitheater will be 
located immediately East of the ISU campus 
between major North-South traffic arteries and 
only one block from the main East-West route. 
This assures easy access for local and out of 
town visitors to the four major entrances to the 
building, each with its own external box office. 

Areas contiguous to the site will be con- 


CROSS SECTION (Arena, ancillary areas, support facilities) 
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This intriguing geometric pattern reveals the 
architectural singularity of the new multi-pur- 
pose facility, a free-standing asymetrical arena 
enclosed by an outer shell of traditional bridge 
design. The entire facility is air-conditioned. 

The roof is suspended from eight steel- 
reinforced pylons, six of which enclose emer- 
gency exits, one of which contains an elevator 
and the other a stairway to the press box. 
From the roof structure hangs a two-level press 
box and an acoustical ‘‘cloud” containing noise- 
suppressing features and lighting adequate for 
color television transmission. 
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verted to visitor parking as rapidly as land 
becomes available. The amphitheater site will 
connect with the campus through a landscaped 
pedestrian walkway. 

Location of the building on the site will 
require closing 8th Street between Eagle and 
Cherry Streets. Eight Street traffic will be re- 
routed permanently around the amphitheater. 


The stage, either center or proscenium, is 
in 3 sections, movable on air cushions. The 
stage with scenery in place can be moved from 
its storage and preparation area under the con- 
course to the performance location by one stage- 
hand. 

Entrance to the amphitheater at grade level 
is into a concourse of from 12 to 20 feet in 
width which encircles the entire arena. The 
main activity area is 24 feet below grade and 
the highest point of the building is 88 feet 
above the entrance level. 
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SEATING CAPACITY CONVERSION 
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By manipulating movable curtains the en- 
closed audience area can be reduced from the 
maximum of 12,000 to as low as 2,016 gradu- 
ated in seven different configurations. Thus, the 
arena can accommodate the seating require- 
ments for the various special purpose uses to 
which it will be put. 

The entire arena audience will be seated in 
individual upholstered chairs except in the two 
lower end sections where the upholstery is 
eliminated to enable the seats to fold down and 
the entire section to be retracted. 

An area at grade level has been reserved 


INTERIOR PERSPECTIVE 


This cutaway view from the upper seats in 
the end of the arena conveys an impression of 
what the spectator will see at a capacity crowd 
event. Exterior details reveal the access to the 
press box through the pylons and the external 
location of the box offices, out of the interior 
traffic flow but protected by the overhang of 
the main structure. 

What cannot be conveyed by sketches is the 
multi-purpose capability of every element of 
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"for handicapped persons in wheel chairs. Visi- 


tors in wheel chairs can be moved to the main 
activity level by the press box elevator. 

By retracting the lower end sections under 
the concourse, the main activity area will be 
sufficient to accommodate regulation ice hockey 
or sit-down dining for 1400 guests. 

Auxilliary meeting rooms, again with mov- 
able walls, will accommodate groups of 50 to 
650 in increments of fifty. 

At peak use, 12,800 can be seated in the 
arena for a center stage event while groups 
of 250 and 650 meet concurrently in the 
ancillary areas. 


the building, save one. The ISU varsity basket- 
ball locker room is reserved for that use only. 
Because the planning input for the new facility 
was done by representatives of various seg- 
ments of the university and the community, the 
architects have been able to design a building 
of maximum versatility, uniquely adaptable to 
the academic, civic, cultural, social and recrea- 
tional needs of ISU and the citizens of the Wa- 
‘bash Valley. 


